
Teacher Press Examples: 
“Can you tell me more 
about_____” 
 
“How will/did you figure that 
out?” 
 
“Can you help me see how this is 
different/the same 
as_________?” 
 
“What do you mean when you 
say__________?” 
 
“Can you think of another way you 
might______?” 
 
“What is another way you could 
explain that using your class 
vocabulary?” 

 

 
 
 
Team C&I 
Instructional Idea 
Each month in our district 
newsletter Team C&I will offer 
suggestions of different 
instructional strategies or ideas 
that you could incorporate into 
your classroom instruction. 

 
This month we will be 
focusing on Academic 
Language Production 
through increasing student 
talk time.  Academic 
Language Production is 
simply planning activities 
within each lesson that get 
students SPEAKING, 
WRITING, READING, or 
LISTENING.  
 
In other words having 
students INTERACT with 
their learning and 
PRACTICE SPEAKING 
THE LANGUAGE OF 
YOUR CLASSROOM.  
 

In most traditional 
classrooms, teachers tend to 
do most of the talking.   The 
students that we serve in 
the HRCSD need a 
balance between teacher 
talk time and student 
talk time.  Learning is more 
effective when students have 
the opportunity to 
participate fully in the lesson 
by discussing ideas  
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and information.    To take 
our students to the next level 
and get the most out of the 
time we have them in class 
we need to increase the 
amount of time that our 
students are practicing their 
academic language each 
class period.   
 

 
  
There are many ways to 
increase your “purposeful” 
student talk time in your 
classroom.  

 Think, pair, share 

 Write, pair, share 

 Collaborative Grouping 

 Close Reading 

 Guided Reading 

 CLOZE Reading 

 Give One/Get One 
 Classroom Discussions 

 Questioning 

 Quick writes/ 

 Summaries 

 Whip Around 

 Talking Chips 
 Clock Appointments 

     

Incorporating one or more of 
these strategies each 
day/week is a great way to 
purposefully plan your 
instruction to increase 
academic language 
production!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
BRING ON THE 
PRESS!!!   
Teacher Press refers to 
really listening to your 
student’s responses and 
asking them to “tell me 
more” or “give an example” 
or “say it another way” when 
their ideas are unclear or 
need further 
development.  New 
questions often stem from 
these exchanges.  These also 
serve as places where 
students agree/disagree with 
one another while deepening 
content knowledge.   
 

Remember… if a 
student can talk 
and/or write about a 
topic, they can have a 
much better chance of 
mastering the 
content!!   
 
 
 

IF STUDENTS DON’T 
VERBALIZE … STUDENTS 

DON’T INTERNALIZE!! 



Jane Osborne, Math Coach    

 

Jane.Osborne@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  K-12 Math Support, 

PLC Support, Instructional 

Technology 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 All things Math--instructional 

support, assessment support, 

curriculum needs 

 Performance Tracker, EasyCBM, 

elementary report card,  tools to 

analyze data and inform instruction 

  iPad apps and technology to 

enhance learning 

 Oregon Kindergarten Assessment 

support 

 PLC process and student learning 

growth goal setting, Educator 

Effectiveness goal setting support 

 

Adam Howell, Collaboration 

Grant Coordinator 

  
Adam.Howell@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Hood River 

Academy, Teacher Let Change 

In: Effective Evaluation, 

Professional Development, 

Career Pathways, and 

Compensation 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 PLC Support 

 How to get involved with Hood 

River Academy 

 Student Learning & Growth Goals 

 Purposeful integration of 

technology 

 All things Google 

 Blogging 

 

Mike Weidlich,  

District Librarian 

 

Mike.Weidlich@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Library Collection 

Management, Promoting 

Reading, CCSS Support  

 

Ask me for support with:  

 Literacy promotion, enjoyment, 

and development 

 Finding more articles, books, or 

resources to support CCSS reading 

and writing in your classroom 

 Classroom, grade level, or unit 

resources 

 Resources (and how to teach) 

research and information literacy 

skills 

 Educational technology 

resources/applications 

 

Vickie Schmidt, Lit. Coach    

 

Vickie.Schmidt@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:   K-12 Reading 

Support, Instructional 

Technology, PLC Support 

 

Ask me for support with: 

  Wonders & Wonderworks 

Curriculum implementation 

 Adding more non-fiction reading 

and writing into your classroom 

 Instructional support and 

curriculum needs for reading 

 EasyCBM Assessments 

 RTI Supports and Implementation 

 Leveraging technology to motivate 

students 

 Using iPads in the classroom to 

build strong readers 

 

Kim Yasui, ELD Coach    

 

Kim.Yasui@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Federal Programs, 

AVID, ELL, Migrant 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 How to support your ELL students 

in EVERY classroom 

 AVID school programs and how we 

can work together prepare more 

students for college and career 

success 

 Information about how Federal 

programs may impact your school 

 Ideas to increase parent 

involvement  

 

Tod Hilstad,  

Technology Director   

   
Tod.Hilstad@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Assessment Data, 

Digital K-12 Math and Reading 

Support, PLC Support 

and Instructional Technology 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 Performance Tracker, EasyCBM, 

SRI, IXL, and other digital 

assessment setup and support 

 PLC teams data coaching 

 Teacher and Student access to 

digital content 

 Integrating Instructional 

Technologies in the classroom 

 Follow-up on Helpdesk Support 

 

 Meet the C&I Team  
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Julia Tengwall, C&I and 

Federal Programs 

 Admin. Assistant 

  
Julia.Tengwall@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 
Focus areas:  Federal Programs 

Bookkeeping, Team C&I 

Administrative Assistant 

 
Ask me for support with: 

 Indistrict credit 

 PDU certificates 

 ORELA reimbursement 

 District newsletter articles 

 Travel reimbursement related to 

professional development 

 Professional development 

registrations, reimbursements, and 

purchases 
 

 

Neely Kirwan, Director of 

Curriculum & Instruction 

  
Neely.Kirwan@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  District Curriculum 

& Instruction, Assessment, 

Federal Programs  

 

Ask me for support with: 

 District curriculum materials 

 Instructional strategies to support 

the 6 Shifts in CCSS Literacy, 

academic language production, 

active student engagement, etc. 

 Federal Program Implementation 

 Professional Development planning 

and presentations 

 Assessment protocols 

 District Data information 

 

 

 

 

HRCSD Awarded 
ODE/Chalkboard Grant 
 
In June 2014, Hood River 
County School District was 
awarded a $410,000 
implementation grant from 
ODE/Chalkboard centered on 
teacher led reform.  The grant 
focuses on four key areas: 
teacher evaluation, 
professional development, 
career pathways, and 
compensation. At the August 
inservice, an introduction to 
some of the work was made 
with the student learning and 
growth goal process. Moving 
forward, the Hood River 
Academy will be launched as 
part of this work. More 
information will be provided 
soon with how you can get 
involved and benefit. To learn  

 
 
 
 
 

more about the four focus 
areas, go to the following  
link: https://www.smore.com/
7bx3e 
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Introducing Our New District 

Librarian 
 

Hello, my name is Michael 

Weidlich.  I am the District 

Librarian, taking on Kori 

Walsh's responsibilities.  I will 

be working Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, and every other 

Wednesday.  Here is my initial 

schedule, which is subject to 

change based on the needs of 

the schools: 

 

Week A 
Tuesday - a.m. Mid Valley Elem. (4 hrs) 

               - p.m. HRVHS (4 hrs) 

Wednesday - a.m. Wy'east MS (4 hrs) 

                    - p.m. HRVHS (3 hrs) 

Thursday - a.m. May St. Elem. (4 hrs) 

                - p.m. Parkdale (3 hrs.) 

  

Week B 
Tuesday - a.m. Hood River MS (4 hrs) 

               - p.m. - HRVHS (4 hrs) 

Thursday - a.m.  Westside Elem. (4 hrs) 

                - p.m. Cascade Locks (3 hrs.) 

 

To try to be as fair as possible, 

I divided the number of 

students in the district by my 

twenty hour average work 

week, which resulted in eleven 

hours at Hood River Valley 

High School, and between 

three and four hours at the 

middle and elementary schools 

over a two-week rotation.  A 

major part of my job is to 

provide you with current 

resources and the training 

necessary to maximize your 

teaching in the areas of literacy, 

language arts, writing, 

information literacy, and 

educational technology. 

 

Background 

 

To give a little bit of background 

on myself, I grew up being 

regularly read to by my dad, 

George Weidlich, who was a 

teacher in the Beaverton 

Schools for several years.  I 

believe it was this early 

exposure to stories that instilled 

my life-long enjoyment of 

reading.   

Caroline and I have been 

married 26 years and we have 

two children. Scott is starting 

his junior year at Corban 

University, while also on the 

baseball team.  Our daughter 

Emily is a senior at Reynolds 

High School in Troutdale where 

she plays volleyball and 

softball.  I have a bachelor’s in 

Elementary Education and a 

master’s in Library Media, both 

degrees from Portland State 

University.  I have taught 

second through sixth grade, 

and been in some form of 

library work for ten years.  I 

enjoy watching our kids play 

sports, reading and spending 

time with family. 

  

Recommendations 

Only2Clicks 

One web application that I have 

used constantly, both 

personally and professionally, 

ever since I have heard of it, is 

Only2Clicks.com.  This simple, 

useful application allows me to 

organize all the various 

Universal Resource Locators 

(URLs) by categories organized 

under various tabs with a 

screenshot of the webpage.  

On the next page is a 

screenshot of a sample page 

from Joyce Valenza, a high 

school librarian in 

Pennsylvania. 

 

NEWSELA 

 

Another useful site for 

nonfiction and developing close 

reading skills, is the winner of 

the Gates Foundation 

Courseware Challenge, 

Newsela.  Launched about a 

year ago, they publish news 

articles at five levels of text 

complexity for student’s grades 

3 to 12, making current events 

accessible to a broader range 

of readers.  Many of the articles 

have a Common Core-aligned 

quiz which is adjusted for 

Lexile.  Teachers register for 

free, and it allows you to track 

student progress.  If you give it 

a try, let me know what you 

think of it.   

 

Finally, if you have some 

favorite Web 2-3.0 software or 

research resources, please let 

me know and I can share it with 

a wider audience.  I have 

enjoyed getting a chance to 

meet many of you.  I look 

forward to working with you all. 
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Only2Clicks  


